
I
t’s hard to believe that our convention in Indianapolis
was three months ago. It takes all year to prepare for it
and the week just flies by. I think it was a great conven-
tion with a very successful opening dinner. It was a

grand experience to have so many dignitaries in one place
and for all our members to enjoy their remarks. We had an
excellent venue at the Embassy Suites and it was wonderful
to renew friendships and to meet new members. For the
CLA board, we had the chance to invite new members at our
booth in the Convention Center. We can now send informa-
tion to librarians we may never have had a chance to con-
tact. All in all, a great convention and I know we are all
looking forward to the next one in Disneyland, I mean, Ana-
heim, Calif.

Although the convention is over, the work never stops.
We are still finalizing the strategic plan for the Catholic
Library Association. We have made several important steps
forward especially in relation to the changes at the conven-
tion, the changes to the Catholic Library World, and evaluat-
ing our dues structure. A new membership brochure is
underway as well as a new member’s packet. The recipe
book was sold at the convention and can be purchased
through the CLA website but another book is in the begin-
ning stages, one to assist librarians with formulating a selec-
tion policy.

There is one important element needing the help of
several CLA members: If you are a chair of a section or
president of a chapter, we really need you to write the
year-end report of your section or chapter activities. These
reports are our history and will encourage new members
and old to realize the importance of our organization.
These reports can be sent via e-mail to cla@cathla.org.

Lastly, I think the “hope” is working. Be sure to visit
www.cathla.org on a daily basis to see just how “hope” is
effective. All the activity of the convention, the future plans,
and the excellent reception to all the new ideas are keeping
me very hopeful for our organization. These are exciting
times for CLA and I am grateful that you are a part of them.

President, CLA
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Dear Friends
Membership in the CLA is open to individuals and
organizations. For more information, write to:

Membership Services
100 North Street, Suite 224
Pittsfield, MA 01201-5109
www.cathla.org

CATHOLIC LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

PRESIDENT
Catherine M. Fennell
Gertrude Kistler Memorial Library
Rosemont College
1400 Montgomery Avenue, Rosemont, PA 19010
phone: 610-527-0200 x 2973
fax: 610-525-2930
e-mail: fennell@rosemont.edu

VICE PRESIDENT (President elect)
Nancy K. Schmidtmann
Jericho Public Library
174 Theodore Drive, Coram, NY 11727
phone: 631-698-8383
e-mail: natopolo@localnet.com

PAST PRESIDENT
Rev. Kenneth O’Malley, CP
Paul Bechtold Library
Catholic Theological Library
5401 S. Cornell Avenue, Chicago, IL 60615
phone: 773-371-5466
fax: 773-753-5340
e-mail: omalleyk@ctu.edu

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Jean R. Bostley, SSJ
100 North Street, Suite 224
Pittsfield, MA 01201-5109
phone: 413-443-2CLA
fax: 413-442-2CLA
e-mail: cla@cathla.org

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS
Kathy C. Born (2009)
Public Library of Cincinnati &
Hamilton County, Delphi Branch
5095 Foley Road
Cincinnati, OH 45238
phone: 513-369-6019
e-mail: kathyborn@peoplepc.com

John R. Edson (2009)
Hamburg Public Library
102 Buffalo Street, Hamburg, NY 14075
phone: 716-649-4415
fax: 716-649-4160
e-mail: edisonj@buffalolib.org

Jean Elvekrog (2013)
St. John the Baptist Parish Library
401 Doral Court, Waunakee, WI 53597
phone: 608-849-9224
e-mail: jelvekrog@tds.net

Malachy R. McCarthy (2011)
Claretian Missionaries Archives
205 W. Monroe Street, Chicago, IL 60606
phone: 312-236-7782 x 412
fax: 312-236-7230
e-mail: malachym@claretians.org

Sister Frances O’Dell (2013)
Barry University Library
11300 NE 2nd Avenue, Miami Shores, FL 33161
phone: 305-899-2977
fax: 305-899-4815
e-mail: fodell@mail.barry.edu

Annette B. Thibodeaux (2011)
Archbishop Chapelle High School
8800 Veterans Memorial Blvd., Metairie, LA 70003
phone: 504-712-2846
fax: 504-471-0167
e-mail: annettet3@cox.net




